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The rising demand for palm oil has fueled a rapid expansion of oil palm agriculture in the
tropics, especially in the region of Southeast Asia. Indonesia is currently the world’s
leading producer and exporter of palm oil as a result of a phenomenal expansion of its oil
palm plantation sector. While the oil palm industry has contributed significantly to
Indonesia’s economy and rural development, rapid expansion of oil palm plantations has
also led to major environmental impacts and social conflicts with local communities. This
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