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How does a complex visual signal, such as an eyespot, originate? And what selective factors lead to its
maintenance and evolution? Complex gene networks underlie the development of complex morphologies
and, thus, its is important to investigate the origin of these networks. | wilkpgesent our lab’s empirical
framework for addressing the origin of complex novelties and iIIustratg’ examples surrounding the
evolution of butterfly eyespots. In addition, | will show how butterfl\g %')dt (=88, ctioning in both sexual
and natural selection and address how sexual monomorphism in7& Sp . (< Mesult from

developmental plasticity in the sexual roles of males and females.
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understanding of biodiversity.
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