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Abstract: 
Interactions between tumor cells and their microenvironment regulates tumor 
progression. We show that macrophages stimulate tumor-initiating cell (TIC) 
survival via TGFb and polyamines. Macrophages protect TICs from chemotherapy 
in vitro while in vivo chemotherapy or surgical resection of the primary tumor 
promotes the early emergency of this macrophage-responsive TIC population, 
contributing to relapse. Understanding this TIC-macrophage interaction will 
facilitate therapeutic development. 
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Biography: 

Dr. Tham received a degree in Neuroscience from 
Nottingham University, U.K. She join Dr. Sohail 
Ahmed's lab at the Institute of Medical Biology for her 
PhD, studying the biology of neural stem cells and 
their interaction with the extracellular matrix. 
Subsequently she joined Dr. Jean-Pierre Abastado’s 
Laboratory of Tumor Immunology in SIgN, and 
studied the interaction between tumor initiating cells 
and the immune system during tumor progression. 


